IN MISSOURI

SCHOOL CENSUS 8HOWS FALLING
OFF OF 6,000 SINCE LAST
YEAR. :

NO REASON FOR DECREASE

Rural Districts S8how Largest Losses

With Cities Statlonary—Fund

Now About Ready for Distrl-
bution to Counties.

Jefferson City, Mo.

The school population of Missouri
is declining. The loss since 1916 1s
6,183. The loss in 1915 from 1914 was
1,132, The school population, as certl-
fled by the various county officials,
to the state superintendent of public
echools fs 919,321, The previous year
it was 925,504, The loss Is largely in
the rural districts,

Jackson county, inecluding Kansas
City. gained only nine in school pop-
ulation in the last year. Livingston
county shows a gain of over 2,000,

The state superintendent of publie
echools, who apportions the money
dogs not offer any reason for the de-
cline. The enumeration {5 made by
loeal officials and every county is in-
terested in having every pupil count-
ed, for this means more money, al-
though the money I8 not now distrib-
uted alone on population, as attend-
ance records, salaries pald teachers,
and other matters are also consid-
ered.

Most of the galns in the rural dis-
tricts are to be found In Boutheast
Missouri, with New Madrid, Pemis-
cot, Dunklin and Cape Girardeau coun-
tles leading.

Conduct Series of Experiments.

Jn an effort to increase the wheat
crop for the coming year, the state
board of agriculture is condueting an
educational campaign among the farm-
ers of the state, and has Issued bulle-
ting dealing with the esgentials of
wheat growing. Accdrding to statls-
tlcs gathered by the board, the aver-
age vield of wheat for the state from
1206 to 1914 was 14.7 bushels per acre.
Missourl is a corn gtate rather than
n wheat state, but the production in
1916 was 34,000,000 bushels,

IMour particular points are made in
the course of instructlon sent out by
the board. They are:

1. Destroy the natural home of the
fly by plowing deep and early.

2. Keep down all volunteer wheat
between plowing time and seeding.

3. Delay seeding until after the fly-
free date,

4. Co-operate with neighbors In the
practice of the foregoing measures.

Eight Murderers Paroled,

Eight men convicted of murder and
perving long sentences in the penl-
tentiary, were paroled by the state
prison board, and all of them have
been released. One was gerving a
life sentence, three were sentenced
for 99 vears, two for 10 vears and one
one for 27 years. In the list are threa
men who had killed their wives,

Etate Bills Unpaid.

The governor was advised recently
in a letter from N. A. McMillan, pres-
fdent of the 8f, Louis Clearinz Housa,
that between $500,000 and $600,000 of
the bills left by the last administra-
tion have not yet been presented to
the National Bank of Commerce for
payment., Claims to the extent of
$1.600,000 have been presented and
paid. McMillan states that the clear-
ing house will not pay bills presented
efter September 19.

Besiege Gray.

Two of Gov. Gardner's recent ap-
pointees have assumed their dutles.
They are Omar D. Gray, state Inspec-
tor of oils, and Tim Birmingham, state
game and fish commissioner. The
headquarters of the oil inspection de-
partment will be moved from Hanni-
bal to Jefferson City at once.

The Inspector of olls has nine jfobs
under him, The chief deputyship goes
io George Orear of Marshall, a clerk
in the office of former State Treas-
urer Deal. There were 28 applicants
for this appointment, and for the less
remunerative jobs Gray was besieged
by more than 1,000 patriots,

To Supply Prison Water.

Governor Gardper has directed the
prison board to terminate the contract
under which the Capital City Water
Co.. vollects from the penitentiary ap-

Chooses Health Body. ,
F. B. Mumford of the

ed the appointment of the following
committes on public health with al-
most unlimited powers to Investigate
sanitary conditions in the state dur-
ing the period of the war: Dr. A. P.
Staffer, head of the medical depart-
ment of Washingion Uuniversity, 8t
Louis; Dn. H, E. Pearce of Kansas
City; Dr. George H. Jones of Jeffer-
“Won City, sécretary of the state board
of health; Dr. W, A, Noyes, head of
the medical school at the state uni-
versity, Columbia; and Dr. W, Lough-
lin of the medical department of St,
Louis University.
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Jall Breakers Are Caught.

Farmers in the southern part of
this county engaged in a man hunt
which resulted in the rounding up of
six men who had sawed their way ont
of the Jefferson CHy jail. One of the
men {s Frank Brandon, an ex-conviet
who is wanted by the government on
a charge of counterfeiting. Four of
the other prisoners were held for bur-
glaries. After escaping they robbed
a store 14 miles south of here and
secured §18, two pistols and some
provisions.

Hackmann to Demand Books.

Auditor Hackmann stated that if
Dr. C. C. English, former superinten-
dent of the state sanitarium at Mt.
Vernon does not produce the records
of that institution for inspection by
if there is any process of law that
experts from the auditor's office he
will go to Mt. Vernon himself and sece
can reach him,

The auditor was Informed by his
expert accounfants whom he had di-
rected to audit the books of the insti-
tution that Dr. English was some-
where in Arkansas, anl had the ree
ords of the [nstitution with him.

Saunders Will Decline Joh,
Willlam F. Saunders, secretary of
the Misasour! council of defense, has
declined the appointment as ¢ity reg-
istrar of St. Loupis, made vacant by
the death of'the late M. R, H. Witter,
“] have taken up the work of the
defenge council, and believe it Is my
duty to carry it out. While I appre-
clate the offer, I cannot accept it."”

State Survey of Food.

- The Missouri College of Agriculture
will receive $200,000 of the money ap-
propriated under the food survey and
food distribution act with which to
conduct a state campaign. The work
has begun,

Dean Mumford of the agricultural

college announced that the campalgn
ifs to be divided into three parts. P.
H. Ross, siate leader of county agrl-
cultural agents, began the expanding
of the work among county agents in
all sections of the state. Miss Bad
Bell will have charge of the work of
demonstrations and home canning of
frults and vegetables in the cities and
towns of the state, Miss Sarah Pettit
will have charge of the canning dem-
onstratlons and lectures in the rural
distriets of the state.
L. C, Hackleman will supervise the
campaign for an Increased wheat acre.
age. He will visit 70 wheat counties
of the state and begin the campaign
for an increased acreage.

Game Official Fires Deputies,

Upon taking charge of the slate gamea
and fish department, Tim Birmingham,
state game and fish commissloner, let
out 30 deputies who served under his
predecessor, Col. Jesse 'Jones of Plke
county.

Ancient Felon Paroled,

Fifty-three years behind prison walla
is the record of Frank H. Puncheon,
the oldest man in the Missourl prison,
who was paroled to J. B, Bollman of
Kansas City, an officer of the Soclety
for the Friendless.

Puncheon is 75 years old, and was
paroled largely because of his ad-
vanced years and the fact that during
the Tast 10 years his record for obey-
ing all prizon ruleg was excellent.

Mobilization Date Changed.

A change of dates In the mobiliza.
tion of the first three divisions of the
National Army was wired Adjutant
General McCord by Provost Marshal
General Crowder.

The new dates are: First 30 per
cent Beptember 5, second 30 per cent
September 18, third 30 per cent Octo-
ber 3.

The remaining 10 per .cent of the
quota will be called later. The change
is in the last- named dates, these be-
ing originally fixed for September 15
and 80.

The district boards® have not yet
certified any names to Adjiutant Qen-
eral McCord.

Gen. Haig Reporis Capture of
German Positions Over a
Mile Front.

FRENGH HOLD PRIEST WOOD

Attacks Following Violent Bombard-
ment Are Repulsed, Says Paris—
Russians Also Check Teutons,

‘Washington, Aug. 20.-—Although
for the most part the Britlsh and
French forces in Flanders and in the
vicinity of Lens, are consolidating po-
sitions won last week from Crown
Prince Rupprecht, the British near
Ypres have made a further advance
on a mile front to a depth of about
600 yards, and also in the Somme re-
gion have renewed their altacks with
advantage. In the ‘laltter maneuver
Field Marshal Haig's men captured
positions near Epehy, inllicting heavy
losses on the Germans,

The Germans have been tirying the
strength of the French lines in the
Vosges mountain region, where, afler
heavy bombardments, they attacked
the French around Dadonviller and
north of Celles-Sur-Plane. Their ef-
forts went for naught under fire of
French guns and rifles,

Afrmen of the allies are working
haveoc with German (liers on German
positions far behind the lines, In fighte
on Saturday Irench airmen accounted
for seventeen QGerman aireraft and
Dritish fliers for seven, which wera
destroyed or forced to land inside the
Teutonic lines, badly battered. :

Along the Aispe front and in the
Verdun sector, along the banks of the
river Meuse, continucd attempts by
the German crown prince to break the
French lines met with failure.

German Attacks Fail,

Paris, Aug. 20.—After violent bom-
barding the French positions German
troops last night made consecutive at-
tacks on the French trenches in the
Priest wood, west of the Muerthe and
Moselle river and in the Vosges moun-
tains to the east of Dadonviller and
porth of Celies-Sur-Plaine, The French
official report issued today says all the
German assaults were repulsed and
that the Teutons suffered heavy cas-
ualties. CGerman surprise attacks on
the Alsne front, it is announced, also
failed.

Russians Repulse Teutons.
Petrograd, Aug. 20.—German troops
yesterday attacked the Russian posi-
tions near the village of Stakhovey
on the Vilna front, but, according to
the Petrograd war office, the attack
broke down under the Russian fire.
On the Rumanian front Austro-Ger-
mans several times sassaulted the
Russo-Rumanian lines south of Gro-
zechti, in southwestern Moldavia, but
were repelled. The battle in the Slanic
region lasted all day and ended in the

pulsed.

Counter Attacks Fail.
Thelr counter atitacks having falled
with severe losses, the Germans in the
Ypres area of the western front have
not resumed attempts to recapture the
ground lost to the AngloFrench
troops on Thursday.
On the northern wing of the Ypres
front the Irench, after repulsing
heavy German counter attacks on Fri-
day, made further gains near the
Sieenbeke river. Elsewhere on this
front, the latest report from Field
Marshal Haig says there has been no
change. In addition to their capture
of more than 1,800 prisoners the al-
lied forces captured twenty-four guns
from the Teutons.

Berlin Claims Victory.
While admitting an allied gain
along the Yser canal and near Bix-
schoote, where the French advanced.
Berlin claims officially that most of
the British attacks were repulsed, and
that Langemarck is still in German
hands. This claim of the German gen-
eral staff is officlally denied in a
London report, which eays that the
British bold not only Langemarck, but
also ground beyond the village. Lon-
don also officially denied that the
fighting front was twenty miles long,
as Berlin declares. Field Marshal

general staff reports Thursday’s fight-

verses and claiming mo gains.

Canadians Are Active.
Between Loos and Lens the Cana-
dians are plunging away toward the
capture of the lest named place. They
have consolidated and made secure
their recent gains and have made fur-
ther progress wesi of Lens The
sumber of priscners faken here by

the Coansdicns now tofal 1180,

evening with the Teutons being re- |

STORE THE POTATO

ARRANGEMENTS FOR CONSERV.
ING THE COUNTRY'S SUPPLY."

vaerument Officials Tell of the Fa-
cilities That Have Been Provided
~—Complete Plan of Action
Has Been Mapped Out

Washlngton.—Means of conserving
the nation’s potato supply in the most
effective manner have been worked
out by food administration officiuls.
They have Issued the following state-
ment ;

Unusunl facllitles for finencing stor-
age are offered American potato grow-
ers as a result of war conditions. The
federal reserve system is at their dis-
posal, aud farmers who store thelr 1917
potato crop in approved local wares
houses, muy obtain, upon their storuge
receipts, 10-day loans from member
banks of the reserve system at a rate
not to exceed 6 per cent. Mr. Lou D,
Sweet, potato expert with the food ad-
ministration, was fostrumental In
bringing this matter to the reserve
bourd’s attention,

New Englund growers have started
a movement to tanke advantage of this
rullng to help them solve thelr market-
Ing problem. The prospect which the
growers of this group of states face
Is that of handling 45,000,000 bushels
of potatoes—one-tenth of the entire
United Stntes crop—without causing
an overstocked market and the result-
Ing loss of all profit on the crop,

The growers communleated with lo-
eal  authorities in thelr respective
states, who In turn lald the situation
before the food administration. A con-
ference between the growers, local ap-
thorities and experts from the food
administration was held recently at
Doston. Muass. A plan of action wns
mapped out at this meeting which in-
cludes the following:

1. Marketing of only one-third of the
crop at harvest time; another third In
00 days, or placing In storage and later

distributed as demand affords oppor-
tunity; the remaining third to be
gtored by the grower and marketed

throughout the year.

2. All potutoes to be graded with
care, taking out culls, cuts, cracks and
any that are bruised. It was recom
mended that n wire sereen grader be
nged—one unil geven-eighths-inely mesh
for oblong tubers and two-inch mesh
for round ones. Graded stock then to
be placed In good two-bushel sacks—
one hundred and fifteen pounds to the
sack—and the sucks sewed tightly so
us to prevent shucking and bruising.

3. Increasing the load In each rail.
rogdd cer from the normal 80,000
pounds. Thut these cars ean be un-
loaded within 24 to 36 hours of their
arrival at destination.
= 4, That rmuanlcipalities and  other
bodies provide storuge for as large
quantities ng possible at the peak of
the harvest.

“A storage house,” said Lou I
Sweet, who attended this meeting,
“such as will conform to the require-
ments Inld down by the Federnl Reserve
bourid, does not eall for a speclally con-
structed house, There are innumer-
ehle Dbuildings, which, If properly
cleaned, ventilation provided, nnd man-
aged so a3 to maintain a temperature
of nbout 85 degrees, will answer ad-
mirahly for this purpose.

“This year the United States planted
its potato crop from the poorest qual-
ity of seed that ever went into the
groumd, and paturally the harvest wlill
be potatoes of poor quallty. Strict
grading, careful packing, common-
sense storage, anl careful shipplng are
necessary to insure just returns to the
growers who have responded to the
presldent’s call for Increased produc
tion of potatoes."

SHE HAD_WAYWARD DAUGHTER

Neighbor Was Surpriced When She
Found Cauce of Severe Rebuke
Administered by Mother.
A Iady Hving In a largé apartment
house relates the following:
“I had occasion one day to visit the
apartment of a nelghbor. Such grave
and earnest tones of remonstrance
reached my ears, as I approached my
friend’s room, that I hesltated about
intruding. T found her winsome young
daughter with her, and the mother had
evidently been rebuking her, for the
girl's face was flushed, and there were
tears in her eves,
“Come in," sald my friend. “I have
finished what 1 was saying to Jemny,
and I hope she will remember my
wighes.” '
“Ah, these children—these chil-
dren " thought I to myself.
“I have just been telling her,” con-
tinued my friend, “that she must not
wear her evening gloves when she goes
shopping In the moming. In the frst
place, it 1= not genteel; and in the
second pince, It I8 extravagant.”
Her evening gloves! And yet, 1 a»
sare you, her tone and expression, and
the Impresslion made on the child
would have befifted a serious wroag
dolng—one that had lssues is fime

sod eternity.
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INTEND BULLDING? 3355 BaSiatis A verl b onts

A good man's countenance may fall,
but it remalns for some better man to
break it

Wash day is smile day if you use Red
Croas Balll{)]ue, American made, therefore
the best made, Adv.

Paradoxical.
“Is Smith a good man for the place?”
“No, he's not a good man; he's a
bettor.”

No Chance to Shine.

“Githers must find it rather depress-
Ing to wear khakl”

“Why so?"'

“He holds office in several lodges
and has a collection of uniforms
whose magnlficence would shame an
oriental potentate.”

A Waiting Game.

“By the way, old man, how 18 your
suit with Miss Roxley progressing?”’

“Slowly. I'm playing a waliting
game just now."

“A walting game?”

“Yes; I'm waltlng for her to change
her mind."

He Was Scotch Sure.

The Tommles were strolling idly
along the street when they chanced to
gaze Into an attractive shop window,

Belng soldlers, they both had an eye
for a pretty girl, and there within the
shop was a real winner.

“Sandy,” whispered Mike, “shure,
she's just the falrest colleen my eyes
hiv lver. rested on. It's mysllf that'll
go In and buy somethlng, an’ perhaps
she will have a smile for ms.”

His companlon came from “ayont
the Tweed,"” as hls answer proved.

“T'll gong wi' ye," he sald. “But,
hoots, mon, ye neednae spend a baw-
bee. A’ ye hev tae dae Is tae ask fur
change o' a shillin'.”

Siam on Mother.

Phoebe was bored. In gll the six
long years of her life she had never
spent such a miserable day. Circum-
stances at last grew too strong for her,
and she erled. She was one of those
who do not often cry, but who when
they do make no secret of it. In short
Phoebe nearly lifted the nursery cell-
Ing off.

Upstairs came Phoebe's mother, al-
ready dressed In her smartest clothes
ready to have tea with a friend.

“Why, what's the matter, Phoebe?”
she asked.

Phoebe standing hopelessly in the
middle of the nursery only howled the
louder, and refused to see anything
cheerful about life,

“Just look, Phoebe, at that ugly lit-
tle face In the looking glass?'

Phoebe Immedlately became Interests
ed and stopped crying.

“Which one, mamma?" she asked.—
Pearson’'s Weekly.




